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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 25, O. C. 

CM-201-61 
28 February 1961 


SENSITIVE 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
. SUBJECT: Interim Report on Covert Sabotage Operations (S) 


1. At the meeting which you held on the afternoon of 

23 February with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, you requested inf or • 
mation concerning the present status of plans for conducting 
covert sabotage operations in North Vietnam. The Director of 
Central Intelligence has been apprised of your interest in this 
matter and is preparing a report on current plans which will be 
forwarded directly to you. 

2. xhe purpose of this memorandum is to inform you con* 
cerning past U. S. activities in South Vietnam with respect to the 
organization and planned use of the South Vietnamese Army 
Special Forces, the 1st Observation Group, This Group has an 
authorized strength of 305 officers and enlisted men and was 
trained by a mobile training team of U. S. Army Special Forces 
personnel from Okinawa in 1957. In the event of war between 
North and South Viet nam , a primary mission for this force would 
be deployment Into North Vietnam and operations as Special Forces 
teams organizing indigenous guerrilla forces. It is reported that 
President Diem personally approves all personnel being assigned 
to this Group, takes an active interest in its training, and undo ubt* 
edly would make the decision as to when, where, and how this unit 
would be utilized in event of war. It Is significant to point out that 
all personnel accepted for assignment to this unit have previously 
lived in various parts of North Vietnam and thus are familiar with 
the customs, geography, and people of the area. 
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3, Several informal discussions concerning covert sabotage 
operations were held last summer and fall between the Joint Staff 
and representatives of the Central Intelligence Agency* 


However, due to the 

creased guerrilla activities of the Viet Cong in South Vietnam, 

personnel from the 1st Observation Group who were trained for. 
these covert sabotage operations were diverted for counter ~ 
guerrilla warfare purposes in the South, 


Ju. IiEMHITZER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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